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NET ART GATT.ORG
ANTHOLOGY THE YES MEN

1999 . 2002

In the run-up the heavily protested 1999 World Trade Organization (WTQO)
conference in Seattle, the RTMark collective created Gatt.org. Named after the
General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs, the treaty that birthed the WTO, Gatt.org
had the look and feel of a legitimate government website, but featured strangely
blunt policy positions denouncing human rights and democracy, and celebrating
corporate profit.

This satire earned RTMark condemnation from the WTO and numerous emails from
credulous correspondents, including an invitation to speak at a conference on
international trade. The artists responded affirmatively, and began calling
themselves The Yes Men, also known as Mike Bonanno and Andy Bichlbaum.

Now with numerous campaigns and three feature films under their belts, The Yes
Men's practice continues to highlight the performative dimension of corporate power,
and to make visible the ideology that underpins it.
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